
               PRIVILEGED TO SERVE:

   Sunday Morning: September 24th

Usher:  Kevin Salley
Announcements: Richard Petering
Song Le ader: Darrell Andrews
Lord’s Supper – Table: Jim Moore
West Side: Glenn Wyman & Bob Alley
East Side: Claude Andrews & Bradley Wyman
Opening P rayer: Roger Stephenson
Secon d Prayer:  David  Wiesemann
Scripture Reading: Jeff Sattler (Matthew 20:20-28)
Sermon: Eugene Jenkins
Closing Pra yer: Josh Wiesemann

Sunday Evening
Song Lead er: Sean McLaughlin
Opening P rayer: Dwight Duncan
Closing Pra yer: Tommy Dyke

Wednesday Night
Song Le ader: Glenn Wyman
Invitation: 20th = Derek Wiesemann; 27th = Bob Alley
Closing Pra yer: 20th = Roy Smith; 27th = Glenn Wyman

CURRENT RECORDS
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3rd, 10th, 17th

Bible Class.............76, 77, 81

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 3rd, 10th, 17th

Bible Class.....................65, 70, 81
AM W orship ...................80, 89, 95
PM Worship...................68, 69, 81

Contribution.................$ ?, $1,897.00, $1,977.00
(2006 Weekly Budget Needs.....$1,771.70)

OTHER
Clean Baptistry: Dean Evatt (Last done: 8/28) 

 Ladies’ Bible Study: 1st & 3rd Tuesdays - 7:00 p.m.
OUR WE B PAGE: www.ogch urchofch rist.org 

KEYS TO SALVATION
Hear the Gospel (Rom. 10:17); Believe the gospel

(John 3:16); Repent of your sins (Luke 13:3);
Confess Christ before men (Matthew 10:32); Be

baptized for the remission of sins (Mark 16:16),
(Acts 2:38); Live faithfully (Revelation 2:10).

“THE SWORD”
“And take...t he sword of the  Spirit,
which is the word of God.” Ephesians 6:17

“The Sword” is published weekly by the OAK GROVE  CHURCH OF CHRIST, as a teaching and information
tool for the congregation.   Ar ticles  are intended to  encourage the stu dy of G od’s  Word every day!  Area
wide activities are posted in the foyer; birthdays & anniversaries in the directory.      — Eugene Jenkins, editor
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Elders: Deacons: Laborers: Preacher:
       Claude Andrews          Darrell Andrews             Every Member            Eugene Jenkins
     Walter Hutcherson              Dean Evatt       “For we are laborers          Home (816) 690-6073
       Richard Petering Vint Hall        together with God:”       Office (816) 690-4599
         Lowell Smith             Hershel Hunt        (1 Corinthians 3:9)           (2 Timothy 4:1-5)
          (Acts 6:1-4)             Leland Reed

             Tim Smith

OAK GROVE CHURCH OF CHRIST STAMP
104 SW 6th Street
Oak Grove, Missouri 64075

            – Schedule of Services – 
Sunday:
Bible Study – 9:30 a.m.
Worship – A.M. 10:20; P.M. 6:00
Wednesday: Bible Study – 7:00  Bi-Monthly: “House to House/Heart to Heart”

FANTASY OR FACT?  STEM CELL RESEARCH

For several months we have seen slick, well done advertisements on TV
and on billboards, encouraging us to vote “yes” on a bill that would pass The
Missouri Stem Cell Research and Cures Initiative.  Many individuals and
groups are saying that they are going to vote “yes,” while encouraging us to
do the same.

Well, November 7, which is General Election Day, will be upon us soon.
Do you know what the issue is about?  Are the advertisements correct?  Is
what they are saying fantasy or fact?  Should we vote as they suggest?  Or
should we speak out against and then vote against the initiative?

Many of us may have a question mark of our own because we have
heard little about the subject, other than the advertisements for it.  This being
the case, we are indebted to Jack Williams who has researched the issue and
written a tract that will help inform us.  I encourage you to read carefully the
tract (which I have enclosed), and determine for yourself whether the claims
made by the advocates of the bill are fantasy or fact!



TREE OR CHAFF?
by Tim Wilkes, II

“And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit
in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper” (Psalm
1:3).  This is said of the blessed man who finds his delight in the law of the Lord, and
meditates on that law day and night (verse 2).  What a tremendous figure this is to describe
the blessed man; the righteous man.  He is like a tree, and not just a tree.  He is like a tree
that is planted.  This is not a tree that just happened to spring up, but this is a tree that was
planted; this tree has stability; this tree has purpose.  It was planted by God.  The seed is,
of course, the Word of God (Luke 8:11), in which the blessed man finds his delight.  One is
reminded of the parable of the soils (Luke 8:4-18).  The right soil will produce a tree like the
one described in Psalm 1.  This tree is planted by the rivers of water.  It has access to all the
nourishment that it needs to bring forth fruit, and it does indeed bring forth fruit.  It is
consistent in bringing forth its fruit; it does so in its season.  With God as the caregiver, this
tree shall never wither.  It will always have what it needs, and will always prosper.

In contrast to the description of the blessed man, the psalmist goes on to describe
the ungodly.  “The ungodly are not so: but are like the chaff which the wind driveth away.
Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the
righteous.  For the Lord knoweth the way of the righteous: but the way of the ungodly shall
perish” (Psalm 1:4-6).  The blessed man was compared to a tree; now the ungodly are
compared to chaff.  Chaff is the stalk (probably broken) from which all the grain has been
removed.  It has absolutely no value.  Harvesters would often toss the grain and the chaff
into the air so that the wind would drive away the lighter chaff.  The grain would fall safely
back to the earth.  The ungodly are of no value and will be driven away.  The ungodly will not
stand in the judgment.  There is no justification for the ungodly.  They will reap the
condemnation they have sown with their ungodliness.

Truly, God knows every action and every thought of every man (John 3:20).
However, he only knows and proves of the way of the righteous.  God certainly does not
approve of the lives of the ungodly.  For this reason, the ungodly shall perish.  This is an
interesting contrast to what was said of the righteous/blessed man earlier: “his leaf also shall
not wither” (verse 3).  The righteous man shall not wither, but the unrighteous/ungodly man
shall perish.  The ungodly shall be cast into everlasting punishment while the righteous shall
have life eternal (Matthew 25:46).

We must pay serious attention to this contrast between the righteous and unrighteous
made by the Psalmist.  How are our lives viewed in the eyes of the Almighty Creator?  Does
He see us as a tree planted by the rivers of water and nourished by His law on which we
meditate daily, or does He see us as worthless chaff?  Does He cast an approving eye upon
us, or will we perish because of God’s disapproval of our actions?  As the tree planted by the

rivers of water, let us be fruitful, prosper, and
never wither as we live eternally in paradise.

(Taken from the September 3, 2006 issue of The Gospel
Reminder, Bay, Arkansas.)  

OUR PRAYER LIST:
CONGREGATION: Marjorie Alley is sick at
home...Lloyd Cooper...Gertie Hackley...
Irene Jennings...Tom Newberry will have
one of his heart valves replaced, beginning at
7:00 a.m., on Thursday, September 21st, at
Research Hospital...Alberta Petering is at
home sick...Pat Reddell is out of the hospital,
and is staying with her sister for a while.

FAMILY & FRIENDS: Cecil Albertson is
recovering from a broken elbow...Abby
Austin’s health fluctuates.  Medication
adjustments continue...Jim Bentley, Freda
Bentley’s brother-in-law...Jeb Burrow...Joe
Fullbright, Hershel Hunt’s brother-in-
law...Deloros King, Leland Reed’s
cousin.. .Bet ty  Newberry . .  .P h yll is
Swaggerty, Dean Evatt’s sister, is recovering
from cancer surgery.  Cards can be sent to:
6976 W. Sauceda Drive, Tucson, Arizona
85743-1426...Jennifer Waters.

MILITARY:  (1) Men and women serving our
country in dangerous places, and their
families.  (2) Families who have lost loved
ones!  (3) Those in Iraq, and other places,
who are aiding our soldiers as they strive to
win their freedom.

WORK GROUPS
Group 1 (Vernon Logan, leader): Meet at 5:30 p.m.,
on Saturday, Sept. 23rd, in the Logan’s home.  A sign
up menu is posted; Group 2 (Hershel Hunt, leader):
Meet at 5:00 p.m., on Saturday, Sept 23rd, in the
Hunt’s home.  A sign up menu is posted; Group 3

(Eugene Jenkins, leader): Get assignments on
September 24th; Group 4 (Leland Reed, leader): Get
assignments on October 1st; Group 5 (Sean
McLaughlin, leader): Get assignments on October
8th; Group 6 (David Wiesemann, leader): Get
assignments on October 15th; Group 7 (Darrell
Andrews, leader): Get assignments on October 22nd.

TWO EXCELLENT EVANG ELISM TOOLS
ARE AVAILABLE FOR YOUR USE!

There are many good tools that aid us in our
efforts to grow ourselves and teach others the
saving Gospel.  Two of the newer tools are:

A booklet entitled, A Study That Concerns
Your Soul, written by Michael R. Underwood,
remain available.  If you would like copies, see
Eugene.  Once our stock has been depleted we
will print more.

Our elders have purchased 100 copies of
Searching for TRUTH DVD video for our use.
They don’t need to stay on the shelf, so use
them.  Some of them are in the foyer.

The board of directors of Little Blue Bible
Camp invite you to the annual Chili Supper, on
Saturday, September 30th. It will begin at 5:00
p.m. on camp grounds.  There is no charge,
although donations will be gladly accepted.

Our next monthly Youth Bible Study will be
Saturday, October 21st, at 6:00 p.m.,  in our
basement.  Please mark your calendar and plan
to attend.

Our Annual Lectureship, with the theme, Do
You Have Questions About God, will be
Saturday, October 28th, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00
p.m.  Advertisement sheets and cards are on the
table in the foyer. 


